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Frequently Asked Questions 

Welcome to Greener Neighbourhoods: building a more sustainable Kāpiti. This is a 

new ‘neighbourly’ initiative from the Kāpiti Coast District Council which has the 

experiences of previous similar projects behind it. 

This document explains the basic concepts and structure of the project and answers 

common questions, but if you can’t find what you’re looking for, do get in touch. 

Contact details are at the end.  

What is Greener Neighbourhoods? 

Greener Neighbourhoods is a community-led, Council-supported initiative. At its 

heart it’s about you and your neighbours coming together over around ten months to 

increase resilience, build community, reduce environmental impact and save money. 

Who can participate? 

A Neighbourhood can be one or several streets, but is a group of five or more 

households within easy walking distance of each other (distances can be further for 

rural neighbourhoods). 

How does it work? 

Neighbourhoods register for the project, which starts in August. To make the most of 

your Greener Neighbourhoods experience, a series of fun and practical activities are 

planned for all participating groups. These include a project launch, ecological 

footprinting, a civil defence challenge supported by the Wellington Region 

Emergency Management Office, a waste audit, a nutrient recycling workshop, a 

water conservation workshop and a home eco-audit workshop. 

“The Council workshops have been a great motivator and provide context for 

community building”, Robyn White, previous participant, Paekakariki. 

Beyond these however there is plenty of scope for groups to pursue their own 

interests and projects, assisted by Council staff as necessary. In the past these have 

ranged from preserving lessons between neighbours to garden bees, bike repair 

clinics, collective composting, community fruit harvesting and community gardens, 
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seed swaps, carpooling, workshops on water conservation, eco-cleaner making 

sessions and working bees to build compost bins, biodigesters and rat traps. 

Simply getting together over food and drink is also popular. Participants in previous 

competitions have held monthly pot lucks to exchange ideas, seeds and produce, 

get-togethers to build and then relax in a community garden, street parties and a 

weekly ‘Happy Hour’ for the wider community to keep in touch and meet new-

comers. The effects have sometimes been dramatic. 

“More community networking has been achieved in a year than in the previous 18 

I’ve lived here”, said Rick Swan from Reikorangi. 

What is an Ecological Footprint? 

An ecological footprint is a way of measuring how much of the Earth’s resources we 

each take up. It considers different elements of our lives and expresses them as the 

land area (global hectares) needed to support them. 

Ecological footprinting is a key tool in Greener Neighbourhoods. Using a calculator 

developed by the New Zealand Footprint Project, participants measure their 

footprints (i.e. their impact) at the beginning and end of the eight‐month project. In 

between, they are encouraged and supported to make positive lifestyle changes to 

lower their environmental impact and increase their resilience by strengthening 

community ties. 

What assistance is available? 

Over the course of the project your Neighbourhood will have access to assistance 

with gardening, water conservation, energy conservation, travel planning, 

biodiversity, surface water management, waste and recycling.  

As groups of five or more households, Greener Neighbourhoods are able to apply to 

the Waste Reduction Grants for Community Projects and book free group 

consultations with the Green Gardener. Other Council grant pools, such as the 

Community Fund and funding assistance for rain/greywater systems may also be 

available for group and/or household projects. 

An extensive list of online ideas and resources is available at 

www.kapiticoast.govt.nz/greener‐neighbourhoods 

Plus you will find plenty of good ideas and interesting reading in the blogs of 

previous competing streets: 

• ‘Kakariki Street’, Paekākāriki ‐ www.kakarikistreet.wordpress.com 

• Rainbow Court, Raumati South – www.rainbowcourt.wordpress.com 

• Avion Terrace, Raumati Beach – www.avionterrace.wordpress.com 

• Te Roto Road, Ōtaki – www.terotootaki.blogspot.com 

http://www.kapiticoast.govt.nz/greener-neighbourhoods
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• Alexander Road, Raumati Beach – www.alexrdgreenfrogblog.wordpress.com 

• Grange Park Ave, Raumati South – www.grangeparkave.blogspot.co.nz 

• Wellington Road, Paekākāriki – 

www.sites.google.com/site/wellingtonroadnorth 

• All groups from 2013 onwards: www.greenerneighbourhoods.net  

What can Greener Neighbourhoods expect to gain by participating? 

Greener Neighbourhoods is part of the Council’s ongoing commitment to increasing 

sustainability and resilience in the district, as set out in the Long Term Plan 2015-

2035 

A full discussion of the benefits and outcomes of the preceeding competitions can be 

found in Building Sustainable Communities: Kāpiti Coast’s Greenest Street 

competition 2010-12. The report is available on the Council website. It is expected 

that many of these will recur in the new model, including: 

Health and wellbeing. Healthy lifestyle changes can have positive effects on the 

physical wellbeing of participants (e.g. warmer homes, homegrown food, and active 

modes of transport such as walking and cycling). Improvements to the health of the 

natural environment, such as air and water quality and having quality natural spaces 

to enjoy, also impact on human health. 

Sharing skills. By working collectively, participants expand the range of skills and 

abilities available to them, make more efficient use of their resources (including time 

and tools), and provide each other with support and encouragement. 

Creating community resilience and social cohesion. Resilience can be hard to 

assess until a crisis arises, but evidence suggests that improved social networks and 

community involvement can make a crucial difference to our ability to cope in a crisis 

situation and may be a literal lifesaver. 

Disaster preparedness. Against the backdrop of the Christchurch earthquake, local 

examples of strong communities faring better in the aftermath reinforce the benefits 

of well-functioning communities. 

Wider community benefits. While the project focus is firmly on neighbourhoods 

and households, projects may produce benefits for the wider community. This could 

be in the form of a new community resource or by implementing a positive change 

on behalf of the district. Examples from preceeding Greenest Street competitions 

include Wellington Road’s rat-trapping project and community composting facility; 

Rainbow Court’s community garden; Kakariki Street’s partnership with Chill-Ed, a 

local community education initiative; Alexander Road’s bid to remove polystyrene 

trays from local supermarkets; and Grange Park Ave and Kakariki Street’s 

community mulchers. 

http://www.sites.google.com/site/wellingtonroadnorth
http://www.greenerneighbourhoods.net/
http://www.kapiticoast.govt.nz/Planning/Sustainability/
http://www.kapiticoast.govt.nz/Planning/Sustainability/
http://www.kapiticoast.govt.nz/Projects/greener-neighbourhood/Report-Building-Communities/
http://www.kapiticoast.govt.nz/Projects/greener-neighbourhood/Report-Building-Communities/
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Less directly, the types of activities participants engage in, such as energy and water 

conservation, waste reduction and recycling, tree planting, composting, carpooling 

and food growing, have positive spillover effects for the district. They reduce the 

demand for natural resources, reduce pollution and enhance biodiversity. 

As the participants’ activities are publicised it is likely that the direct and indirect 

community benefits will multiply as non-affiliated neighbourhoods and households 

are encouraged to implement similar positive changes and projects. 

Key events 

 

I’m keen. What’s next? 

To get your Greener Neighbourhood going, there’s a few simple steps to take: 

1. Get in touch with Council. The Sustainable Communities Coordinator can answer 

your questions and let you know if anyone nearby has expressed interest. 

2. Invite your neighbours to discuss being a Greener Neighbourhood – you don’t all 

have to be on the same street but you do need to be close enough to encourage that 

neighbourly feel (i.e. live within easy walking distance).  

Event Date 

Celebrate the launch of the project with a gathering of all 

the Greener Neighbourhoods. This is a chance for 

participants, the Mayor, Councillors and Council staff to 

meet each other and celebrate the positive step the groups 

have taken.  

August  

Complete initial footprinting quiz with Council staff. August  

Workshops: 

 Civil Defence preparedness 

 Home eco-audit 

 Water conservation 

 Nutrient recycling 

 Waste audit 

August  – April  

Civil Defence Challenge: Get Ready to Get Through October  

Sustainable Home and Garden Show: a ‘Greener 

Neighbourhood’ tent will showcase the journey the groups 

have taken over the past eight months. All Neighbourhood 

groups are asked to contribute. 

Typically late March  

Repeat ecological footprinting quizzes. Wrap up celebration 

event 

May - June 
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If you don’t know your neighbours already, www.neighboursday.org.nz has some 

great suggestions for taking that first, second and subsequent step. Door-knocking 

with a written invitation to get together and discuss Greener Neighbourhood seems 

to be the most effective method. 

3. Host a gathering. Meeting to discuss doing positive things in their neighbourhood 

with people they’re getting to know and like gets people enthusiastic. The 

Sustainable Communities Coordinator can join you to answer questions. 

4. If you find at least five keen households in your area, you’re on your way to a 

greener, friendlier, more resilient neighbourhood. Fill out a registration form now! 

Contact details 

Sustainable Communities Coordinator, sustainable.communities@kapiticoast.govt.nz  

Jake Roos, Senior Programme Advisor (Environmental), 

jake.roos@kapiticoast.govt.nz  

Phone 04 296 4700 or 0800 486 486 
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